
April 24, 2022 
From Fr. Jim. . .   
 

There is an old and favorite story that I like to tell, and I 
am sure that many of you have heard me tell it before.  It is 
especially good to tell during the Easter Season.  Once there was a 
mother mouse and she was lining up her brood to take them out 
into the house through their mouse hole in the wall for the first 
time.  As they go marching out, the house cat that appeared to be 
sleeping opens one eye and raises one paw.  Immediately and 
instinctively the mother mouse sat back on her haunches and she 
BARKED! It was louder than any dog could produce, and the cat 
went scurrying away.  The mother mouse turns to her brood and 
says, “You see it pays to know a second language!”  The mice 
continued their journey in safety. 
             When it comes to sin and death and journeying in this 
world to the next one it pays everyone to know well the language 
of the resurrection.  In the readings for the Easter season, we hear 
the risen Christ teach the apostles, disciples and all creation how 
to speak this language.  The risen Christ speaks this language when 
he offers the frightened apostles peace and tells them not to be 
afraid.  He speaks it to Thomas when he tells him to touch his 
wounds and to know that he is risen and alive and to believe in 
him.  He speaks it when he tells the disciples to “Receive the Holy 
Spirit” and to forgive sin.  The language of the resurrection is truly 
spoken with the virtues of the Holy Spirit as these virtues 
permeate all of God’s creation and fill the hearts of all the faithful.  
It pays us to know the Lord’s language of the Resurrection because 
this language sent death scurrying away and it keeps death in its 
place, takes its sting away and diminishes its power over the 
world.  It conquers death and offers eternal life.  Jesus speaks this 
language and he, himself, is the language.  It pays us all well to 
know the Risen Christ. 
                 Today is Divine Mercy Sunday.  God’s mercy is the 
language of Lent and it speaks the language of the Resurrection 
incredibly well also.  Psalm 118, today’s responsorial psalm sums 
this up well.  Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures 
forever.”  Let the house of Aaron say, “His mercy endures forever.”  
Let those who fear the Lord say, “His mercy endures forever.”  
…The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner 
stone.  By the Lord has this been done; it is wonderful in our eyes.  
This is the day the Lord has made; Let us be glad and rejoice in it.  
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
                 And the one simple word that the Church uses that 
speaks strongly of the Lord’s language of resurrection is ALLELUIA!   
We are truly a people of the Resurrection and Alleluia is our song.  
Let us join with all of God’s creation and with all the saints around 
the heavenly kingdom and sing it loud and clear.  Let us pray that 
we will learn the language of the resurrection better during these 
fifty days of Easter.  As I have learned from trying to speak Spanish, 
if I don’t use it and keep trying to speak it then I will lose it!  Have 
fun practicing resurrection, speaking its language and rejoicing in 
the fullness of God’s life and love for us all.  It truly pays us all to 
know the risen Lord! 
 
 
 

HEALING SERVICE- Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center located at 
440 Moeller Avenue in Norwood will host the rosary at 6:45 p.m. 
with mass at 7: 15 p.m. followed by the Come to Jesus Healing 
Service. 

GARDEN RENOVATION 
STILL NEEDS HELP  – We 
are welcoming native 
plants if anyone has some 
to divide or donate, as 
well as shrubs for along 
the back fence. We are 
looking for volunteers to 
help prep the garden, 
weed, plant flowers, 
clean, re-structure as well as maintain the area. If this is something 
that interest you please send an email to akleemanstleo@aol.com 
 

 
 

Thank You- Our community changed lives this Lent through CRS 
Rice Bowl, and we want to say THANK YOU! Don’t forget to turn in 
your CSR Rice Bowl at the back of church or at collection.  
 
 
 

You can read the Sunday bulletin at: www.saint-
leo.org/Publications/StLeoSundayBulletin 
You can read Fr. Jim’s letter at:  
www.saint-leo.org/Publications/FromtheDeskofFrJim 
 
 
 

Please continue your generous almsgiving but donating, you can 
see our latest request on our Amazon Wish List Link: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1Y6S276N39W08?ref_=w
l_share.  We also have a request for an electric stove. Please call 
the office at 513-921-1044 if you have questions or would like to 
donate these items. 
 

 
 

SUMMER VOLUNTEER- St. Leo’s Parish office is looking for a 
volunteer 1-2 day(s) during the months of May- August to help 
answer the phones and do light office duties. The time is 9:00 a.m. 
– 3:00 p.m. on the day(s) agreed upon. If you are interested please 
call 513.921.1044 or email stleocinti@aol.com. 
 

Solemn VesPers At Mount St. Mary’s Seminary and School of 
Theology- MTSM has an event left in its Music and Liturgy Series 
for the 2022 season. This event is free and open to the public. The 
next event is Sunday April 24th at 7:00 p.m. Eastertide Choral Mass 
for Divine Mercy Sunday- in person and Live streamed 
www.athenaeum.edu/live  
 
 

You’re Invited!!! Join us for Father Jim’s Life of Service retirement 
mass and party. On Sunday June 12th help us celebrate at 11:00 
a.m. mass at St. Boniface (no mass at St. Leo that Sunday) and a 
reception immediately following in the school gym and cafeteria 
with light bites, and drinks. If you wish to share a picture or 
special memory to highlight Fr. Jim’s significance in your life, 
please send your photo or letter to the address below to be 
presented to Fr. Jim at his reception to 2573 St. Leo 
Place Cincinnati OH 45225 or 
akleemanstleo@aol.com 
 

Next week, May 1st there will be a second collection for The 
Catholic Relief Services. These funds provide food to the hungry, 
support displaced refugees, and bring Christ’s love and mercy to 
vulnerable people here and abroad. 
 

 


